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Introduction

For too many music students who have not yet begun to venture into the world of jazz improvisation,
“how to improvise” has been seen as a book with seven seals. Something that is very complicated and /
or someone needed to have extraordinary talent in order to be able to understand the subject.

In many books on improvisation the “chord-scale method” has been widely spread and understood as
the “only” way to sensibly learn to improvise. Although knowing one’s scales is important and knowing
which notes are “allowed” to be played over which chords are helpful, scales in themselves are not going
to teach anyone how to improvise.

“250 Jazz Patterns” is intended to help the beginner to the advanced jazz student to broaden their jazz
improvisational vocabulary.

If one would consider that jazz improvisation is “spontaneous composition” then one must consider how
a composer composes music. The composer starts out with a small musical idea. A motif. This book is
based on this technique. Using “motifs”, small musical ideas in order to form his/her improvised solos.



How to use this book

What you see in front of you is not a typical method book. It is not necessarily
made to be played through from page to page. The Preliminary Exercises are for
those have had no previous experience in improvisation and possibly very little
knowledge of music theory. If you are an instructor this may be a good place for
beginning improvisation students to start. For the beginning-to-intermediate
players, you may go onto the Major Patterns and farther. The intermediate-to-

|II

advanced players may work intensively in the sections “ii-V7-1”, etc, “Tritone

Substitutions”, Turnarounds, Symmetrical Scales & Patterns, etc.

Included in this book are also “Jazz Solo Etudes”. Their purpose is to aide the
student in the learning of the “jazz language” in the same way that classical etudes
are to aide the student in the learning of the “language” of European classical
music. This is a method introduced to me by Steve Grossman (Horace Silver, Miles
Davis, Elvin Jones tenor/soprano saxophonist).

These “Solo Etudes” are written in all eighth-notes, without rests in order serve as
technical exercises; train the student in “linear thinking” (playing through the
chord progressions with melody, not merely vertically) and to prevent the student
from simply memorizing the etudes and then playing them on stage, therefore
defeating the purpose of spontaneous improvisation.

The student is also encouraged to create his/her own “Solo Etudes” on whatever
chord progressions they are challenged with in order to work on songs more
intensively. This also gives the student the opportunity to discover how one
wishes to play and to be able to practice any licks or patterns within a practical
context , therefore shortening the amount of time necessary to transfer this
knowledge and technique into his/her playing skills.

The patterns in this book can be practiced singly, without a play-along or with any
play-along, for example Jamey Aebersold’s “Turnaround, Cycles & ii/V7’s” (Volume
16).



Preliminary exercises

The preliminary exercises are designed for those students who are absolute
beginners in the world of jazz improvisation. Even those with a limited knowledge
of music theory will be able to understand and use the following exercises.

The exercises are first and foremost aids to learn to hear the basic chords
structures in used not only in jazz but in all music genres. These exercises may be
played alone but it is highly recommended that the student uses play-along tracks
in order to start getting the feeling of playing/improvising in a practical situation.
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Major Patterns

The following major patters are to help the student acquire the ability to see a major chord symbol, play
the pattern and hear the major sound. It is important to develop the “eye-brain-ear-finger” connection
for successful improvisation. To develop the ears and technique in order eventually play what one hears

in their heads.
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Minor Patterns

The following minor patterns are to help the student acquire the ability to see a minor chord symbol,
play the pattern and hear the major sound. It is important to develop the “eye-brain-ear-finger”
connection for successful improvisation. To develop the ears and technique in order eventually play

what one hears in their heads.
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11-V7-1 Patterns

The ,ii-V7-1“ pattern is the ,,mainstay” of jazz improvisation. It is very important to develop the ability to
hear and master this chord progression. Over 80% of all jazz standard contains this chord progression.
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ii-V7b9(-I) Patterns

The ,ii-V7b9-1“ pattern is an introduction to adding more musical tension and diversity in the
improvisations. This is also the beginning of the so-called “out” playing.
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Jazz Solo Etudes

The Jazz Solo Etudes are used to help the student develop his/her ,Linear improvisational skills“ and
his/her technique.

The Etudes are in most cases composed of all eighth-notes without any rests. The purpose of that in the
primary case is to avoid the possibility of the student to simply memorized the Etude and then perform it
on stage. That is not improvisation and is not creative.

It is more important to keep the timing by the etudes. Since one does have to breathe some time, one
should leave notes out but keep the tempo and timing.

It is also encouraged to transposed these Etudes into other keys, preferably the “harder” ones, in order
to aid the student to be able to “hear into” the foreign key better.
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GALL ETUOE ON "GIANT STEPs" (TENOR SAX)
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LOVE FOR SALE - "CANNONBALL"S SOLO
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"Minority" (Cannonball Adderley's Solo)

Music by Gigi Gryce
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Conclusion

It is my hopes that this book may help many on their road to learning to improvise
or improving their improvisational skills.

This ebook will be updated in the future and you will be offered the first updated
version — FREE!

For any comments, questions or suggestions feel free to contact me at:

evan@evantate.com.

Many thanks and best regards,

Evan Tate

WWwWWw.evantate.com

www.saxtipspodcast.com




Recommended Resources

Here is only a partial list of the many, many resources available on jazz and jazz improvisation.

“Byrnelazz” - http://www.byrnejazz.com/

Ed Byrne - Jazz Trombonist, Composer / Arranger

“A Jazz Improvisation Primer” - http://www.outsideshore.com/primer/primer/

Marc Sabatella

“Ear Training For Jazz “- http://flat5software.com/

BigEars Ear Training Software — free trail available

“Jazz Improvisation- Guiding the Adult Learner” - http://www.jazzservices.org.uk/ex/report/impro.htm

“Jamey Aebersold Jazz” - http://www.aebersold.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc




Recommended Recordings

Here is only a partial list of all the jazz one could hear in order to learn more about the music and the art
of improvisation. | may have left out some very important recordings and artists. Please excuse me for
that.

Charlie Parker -

The Genius of Charlie Parker, Vol. 3 + 4 : Now's the Time (Verve)
Bird & Diz ((Verve))

The Genius of Charlie Parker, Vol. 1: Night in Tunisia (Verve)
Charlie Parker with Strings Mercury

The Bird [Prime Cuts] Prime Cuts

Jam Session (Verve)

Timeless Savoy Jazz

Bird/Pres: '46 Concert (Verve)

Bird & Pres (Verve)

Jazz at the Philharmonic, 1946 [Polygram] PolyGram

Diz 'N Bird at Carnegie Hall Blue Note

Bird on 52nd Street Original Jazz

Bird at the Roost: The Savoy Years, Vol. 1 Savoy

Jazz at the Philharmonic, 1949 (Verve)

Jackie McLean —

Capuchin Swing Blue Note

Street Singer GXF

Bluesnik Blue Note

A Fickle Sonance Blue Note

Let Freedom Ring Blue Note

The Jackie McLean Quintet Blue Note
Tippin' the Scales Blue Note

One Step Beyond Blue Note
Destination Out! Blue Note

Jackie McLean Sextet Josie

Sonny Rollins -

Sonny Rollins Quartet (Prestige)

Sonny and the Stars (Prestige)

Sonny Rollins with the Modern Jazz Quartet (Prestige)/0JC
Sonny Rollins Quintet (Prestige)

Sonny Rollins Plays Jazz Classics (Prestige)

Saxophone Colossus (Prestige)/0JC



Tenor Madness (Prestige)/0JC
Sonny Boy (Prestige)/0JC

Rollins Plays for Bird (Prestige)/0JC
Way Out West [JVC] JVC

Newk's Time Blue Note

More from the Vanguard Blue Note
Freedom Suite Riverside/0JC
Sonny Meets Hawk! RCA

Easy Living Milestone/0JC

John Coltrane —

John Coltrane with Kenny Burrell (Prestige)
Coltrane [(Prestige)] Original Jazz

Lush Life (Prestige)

John Coltrane with the Red Garland Trio (Prestige)
Soultrane (Prestige)

Giant Steps (Atlantic)

Coltrane Plays the Blues (Atlantic)

Coltrane's Sound (Atlantic)

My Favorite Things (Atlantic)

Coltrane Jazz (Atlantic)

Africa/Brass (Impulse!)

Olé Coltrane (Atlantic)

Impressions (Impulse!)

Coltrane [(Impulse!)]

Ballads (Impulse!)

John Coltrane and Johnny Hartman (Impulse!)
A Love Supreme (Impulse!)

Transition (Impulse!)

Kulu Se Mama (Impulse!)

Interstellar Space (Impulse!)

Johnny Hodges —

The Rabbit in Paris Inner City
Johnny Hodges Collates, Vol. 1 Clef
Castle Rock Polygram

Memories of Ellington (Norgran)
More of Johnny Hodges (Norgran)
The Jeep Is Jumpin' (Verve)

In a Tender Mood (Verve)

The Blues Norgran



Alto Sax RCA Victor
Alto Blue (Verve)

Eric Dolphy —

Status (Prestige)

Outward Bound (New Jazz/0lJC)

Fire Waltz (Prestige)

Out There (New Jazz )

The Caribe with the Latin Jazz Quintet (Prestige)
Candid Dolphy (Candid)

Far Cry (Prestige)

The Quest (Prestige)

Iron Man (Varese )

Out to Lunch (Toshiba )

Ornette Coleman —

Something Else!: The Music of Ornette Coleman Contemporary
Tomorrow Is the Question! (Contemporary/O)

The Art of the Improvisers (Atlantic )

The Shape of Jazz to Come (Atlantic)

Change of the Century (Atlantic)

Free Jazz (A Collective Improvisation) Rhino

Ornette! (Atlantic)

Ornette on Tenor (Rhino)

New York Is Now (Blue Note )

Ornette at 12 (Impulse!)

Gerry Mulligan —

Gerry Mulligan Blows (Prestige)

Mulligan-Baker (Fantasy)

Mulligan Plays Mulligan (Prestige/0JC)

Gerry Mulligan with Paul Chambers (Original Jazz )

Revelation (Blue Note)

Lee Konitz Plays with the Gerry Mulligan Quartet (Pacific Jazz)
A Profile of Gerry Mulligan (Mercury )

Gerry Mulligan Quartet/Paul Desmond Quintet (Original Jazz)
Desmond Meets Mulligan (Verve)



Reunion with Chet Baker Pacific Jazz
Gerry Mulligan Meets Ben Webster Verve

Stan Getz -

The Sounds of Stan Getz (Roost )
Modern World (Roost)

Live 1952, Vol. 1 (Jazz & Jazz)

Stan Getz Plays (Clef)

Diz and Getz (Verve )

Stan Getz '57 (Verve)

For Musicians Only (Verve )

Getz Meets Mulligan (DCC)

Stan Getz and the Oscar Peterson Trio (Verve )
Stan Getz with Cal Tjader (Fantasy/OJC)
Stan Meets Chet (Verve)

Lester Young —

Pres Lives! (Savoy)

The Pres (Savoy )

Lester Young Quartet and Count Basie Seven (Mercury)
Lester Young (Savoy)

Pres and Teddy and Oscar (Verve)

With the Oscar Peterson Trio (Universe)

It Don't Mean a Thing (Verve)

Battle of the Saxes (Aladdin)

The Lester Young: Teddy Wilson Quartet (Verve)

Rahsaan Roland Kirk —

Introducing Roland Kirk (GRP)

Kirk's Work (Prestige/0JC)

We Free Kings (Mercury)

Domino (Verve)

Reeds & Deeds (Mercury)

Roland Kirk Meets the Benny Golson Orchestra (Mercury)
Slightly Latin (Limelight)

Funk Underneath (Prestige)



About the Author

Evan Tate was born in the jazz capitol of the world New York City in 1961. As a born and raised
Manhattanite, he was exposed to music at an early age due to his parents, both pianists and mother also
a vocalist. Living on New York's Upper West Side he

grew up hearing not only popular black music but

also Salsa and Meringue. At the age of 12 he began

studying guitar, alto saxophone and music theory.

Shortly after he began to sing in the church choir

and play in a rock band.

During his attendance at New York's famous La
Guardia High School of the Arts, he began playing
Big Band Jazz, composing and formed his first jazz
quintet as well as playing guitar in a Top 40 band at
age 15.

After a short stint as a jazz/composition major at the University of Bridgeport (Connecticut), he went on
to attend the Manhattan School of Music (New York City) where he studied under the Master Teacher
Joe Allard. During his attendance he also studied privately with former Miles Davis and Elvin Jones
saxophonist Steve Grossman. Evan concentrated further on composition and formed the jazz-fusion

band "REWIND" which he wrote and/or arranged all compositions. By graduation he was a concert
soloist with the Manhattan Symphony Orchestra.

Since 1979 he has freelanced with various pop, Latin and jazz ensembles along many of New York's most
in-demand session musicians playing in bands such as Jaki Byard's "Apollo Stompers", Roland Vasquez'
"Urban Ensemble" and many more. Since 1984 he's been traveling throughout Europe with various
Broadway musicals such as "Bubblin' Brown Sugar" and "A Chorus Line". He also freelanced on the music
scenes in Munich and Vienna and tours throughout Europe with various bands including the "Munich
Saxophone Family", Joe Malinga's "Southern Africa Force", Hermann Breuer's "Blue Bone", Joris Dudli's
"New York Projekt" and "Funktett", Wolfgang Schmid's "Manaus", "The New Doug Hammond Trio", his
own projects 'Evan Tate Unit' and 'ET03', and has made appearances in Austrian and German radio
concerts.

Since 1993 Evan Tate is an Endorser for Julius Keilwerth saxophones.

Since 2006 Evan Tate is a member of the Jazz Saxophone Faculty at the University of Music & Performing
Arts, Munich (Hochschule fiir Musik und Theater Miinchen).




Helpful Links and Resources

Author’s homepage — http://www.evantate.com

The SaxTips Podcast — http://www.saxtipspodcast.com

The SaxTips eZine — http://saxtipsezine.blogspot.com

Jazz Improv Magazine — http://www.jazzimprov.com

The Standards Site - http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/secondary music/mus08/

JAZZ THEORY & IMPROVISATION - http://www.petethomas.co.uk/jazz-theory.html

Jazz Improvisation Method - http://www.byrnejazz.com/

Berklee Music Online — http://www.berkleemusic.com
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